
 
 
 

2015 Cancer Imaging Program Pilot Grant 
Request for Applications (RFA) 

Deadline: May 1, 2015 @ 5:00 PM (PDT) 
 
PURPOSE:  Internal funding is available to Cancer Imaging Program (CIP) participants of the UC San 
Diego Moores Cancer Center (MCC) to stimulate scientific collaboration and translational research 
imaging projects that relate to the diagnosis or treatment of premalignant lesions or cancer. The CIP 
Pilot Grant requires a minimum of two (2) co-Principal Investigators with different expertise: one (1) co-PI 
must a participant of CIP and MCC member. Priority will be given to proposals that have a high likelihood 
of generating preliminary data towards extramural funding or offer a clear route to a clinical trial.  

FUNDS AVAILABLE: Awards up to $20K are expected to be funded in 2015. At least one (1) of the 
grants will be awarded to a team that includes a junior faculty level (associate or lower) as co-PI. 

PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS: Proposed studies can translate imaging goals from bench to bedside or 
bedside to bench, or they may apply existing technology in a novel way. The project will not have been 
previously funded. Duration of the award is one (1) year. Given the translational/clinical nature of the 
proposed research, one (1) PI must be a CIP participant and Moores Cancer Center member. The 
other PIs can involve MCC-affiliated institutions (e.g., JCVI, LIAI, SIO, Rady, SDSU). The imaging 
project must be designed to accelerate the preventive, diagnostic or therapeutic interventions to the 
clinic. The ideas should be based on perceived opportunities for success as well as high-priority areas 
with a critical need for rapid progress beyond current medical care. 

A. Scientific Abstract (up to 100 words); describe the potential impact of the imaging project on 
cancer treatment, prevention and diagnosis in the short and long term  

B. Research Proposal (up to 2 pages); briefly describe relevant background/significance, major 
goal(s), specific aims and/or hypotheses, design, methods, and plans for converting the pilot 
project into an extramural grant application or clinical trial  

C. Biosketch of each PI (up to 2 pages), including relevant recent publications and other support.  
D. Budget (1 page maximum; spreadsheets acceptable; budget justification not required) 
E. For proposals utilizing Biorepository specimens, a Biospecimen Request Form must be 

completed. The Biorepository and Tissue Technology Website (http://cancer.ucsd.edu/research-
training/shared-resources/biorepository/Pages/default.aspx) provides additional detail about 
resources that are available 

REVIEW CRITERIA: 
• Scientific merit and translational nature of the proposed research e.g., plan for translating the 

work from the laboratory to the clinic or community, alignment with the needs of the Cancer 
Center, and focus on cancer imaging     

• Significance of the proposed research, i.e., whether it addresses a critical need for rapid progress 
beyond current approaches or applications 

• Novelty of the hypothesis or methodology  
• Degree to which the studies will have a positive therapeutic impact on the detection, treatment or 

prevention of premalignant lesions or cancer 
• A clear commitment by grant awardees that all data resulting from their work will be available to 

the scientific community at large at the earliest opportunity  
• Likelihood that the research project will achieve its stated goals given the budget requested, 

institutional environments, and other resources available  



The CIP Steering Committee will conduct an NIH-style internal peer review of applications. The goal of 
the CIP RFA is to advance our understanding and application of cancer imaging as it relates to diagnosis 
and treatment and to foster the development of new collaborations across different disciplines. 
APPLICATION GUIDELINES: The deadline is 5:00 PM PDT, FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2015. All applications 
(pdf) must be submitted electronically via the MCC web-based pilot project review system called 
WebGAAS: http://moores.ucsd.edu/Admin/grants-in-aid.asp. Once an application has been submitted 
electronically via WebGAAS, it cannot be changed. Awards are anticipated to begin JULY 1, 2015 and 
will be financially managed by the Cancer Center Business Office.   

BUDGETARY GUIDELINES: The budget may include partial salary support for faculty investigators, 
graduate students, post-docs, technicians, shared resources, and supplies. Funds cannot be used for 
travel, professional meeting fees, or equipment. No IDC allowed. 
FORMAT SPECIFICATIONS: All applications must adhere to the following guidelines:  

• Use Arial font 11 points or larger  
• Use as least one-half inch margins (top, bottom, left and right) for all pages  
• The application must be single-spaced and saved as a PDF  
• Consecutively number pages in the Research Proposal 
• As applicable, figures or other materials must be inserted directly into the body of the application 
• No appendices 

  
INQUIRIES: 
Leona Flores, PhD 
CIP Grant Administrator 
Director of Research Development and Collaboration 
UC San Diego Moores Cancer Center 
Email: leonaflores@ucsd.edu 
Phone: 858 / 822-0182 
 

 
 
 


